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MESSAGE
FROM THE SECRETARY

With gratitude, we present the
annual report of the Department of
Agriculture - Bureau of Agriculture
and Fisheries Standards (DA-BAFS).
The DA-BAFS serves as one of the
foundations for modernizing
agriculture and fishery practices
through the implementation of
Philippine National Standards
(PNS). We expect these standards
to help mechanize and modernize
production systems while
improving post-harvest
infrastructures.

We are optimistic that adhering to
these standards not only maintains
best practices but also ensures the
sector's global competitiveness. In
fact, PNS-recommended practices
can play a crucial role in enhancing
post-harvest systems, ensuring
agriculture and fishery quality from
harvest to market. Compliance with
these standards aims to reduce
losses, enhance marketability, and
increase product value.

Francisco Tiu Laurel Jr.
Secretary

Department of Agriculture

Additionally, I am happy to report that DA-BAFS collaborates closely with the DA-
Regulatory Agencies in developing science-based regulations. PNS serves as one of the
basis for regulatory measures, balancing innovation with food safety, environmental
sustainability, and consumer health. By setting minimum requirements, these
standards uphold quality and integrity across the agricultural and fishery sector.

Our sincerest gratitude also goes to our stakeholders, partners, and the entire DA-BAFS
team for their unwavering support. Together, we look forward to building a future
where agriculture and fishery flourish, benefiting every Filipino.
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MESSAGE
FROM THE DIRECTOR

It’s a great pleasure to present the
DA-BAFS 2023 Annual Report,
highlighting the significant
milestones achieved in our journey
towards institutionalizing the use
of science-based Philippine
National Standards (PNS) in DA
regulations and policies on food
safety and quality; and
mainstreaming innovations to
modernize the development and
promotion of standards, as well as
the implementation of organic
agriculture regulations.

I extend my heartfelt
congratulations to the dedicated
team at DA-BAFS for their
outstanding achievements in 2023,
in line with our commitments
outlined in the BAFS Logical
Framework 2023-2028. Each
individual's contribution has been
instrumental in moving toward
success.

Karen Kristine Roscom, PFT, PhD

Director IV

Throughout the year, the DA-BAFS grabbed the opportunities to deliver
exceptional results for our major targets. As we move forward, I look forward to
our ability to adapt and thrive in dynamic environments. 

Together, let us continue to strive for greater achievements and impact!
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES STANDARDS

MISSION

MANDATE

To develop and implement
standards and regulations that
are science-based, globally
harmonized and consistent with
international commitments.

The DA-BAFS, created through Republic Act (RA) No. 8435
(Agriculture and Fisheries Modernization Act of 1997), is mandated to
develop and promote standards to ensure the quality, safety, and
global competitiveness of Philippine agricultural and fishery
products (including Halal and organic agriculture) and machinery
through science-based approaches and consistent with international
obligations and commitments.

The Bureau’s mandate was further strengthened by RA No. 10068
(Organic Agriculture Act) (as amended by RA No. 11511), RA No.
10601 (Agriculture and Fisheries Mechanization [AFMech] Law), RA
No. 10611 (Food Safety Act [FSA] of 2013), and RA No. 10817
(Philippine Halal Export Development and Promotion Act [PHEDPA]
of 2016). Additional regulatory functions of the Bureau concerning
organic agriculture were provided under RA No. 11511, particularly
on issuing accreditation to the participatory guarantee system (PGS)
groups.
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES STANDARDS

VISION
By 2025. the BAFS envisions to be the trusted agency
for the development of agricultural and fishery
standards within ASEAN, and in the enforcement of
the organic agriculture regulations.

QUALITY POLICY

The Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries
Standards (BAFS) of the Department of
Agriculture (DA) commits to develop
and implement standards that will
ensure food safety and quality,
workers’ safety and welfare,
environmental management, and
global competitiveness of Philippine
agriculture and fishery products and
machinery.

We commit to good governance,
excellence, professionalism, and
continual improvement of the quality
management system.
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LOGICAL 
FRAMEWORK

BAFS

The DA-BAFS Logical Framework is a testament to the Bureau's
commitment to contribute to the agriculture sector goals of food-
and nutrition-secure, resilient Philippines with empowered and
prosperous farmers and fisherfolk. 

The Logical Framework will steer and guide the DA-BAFS Divisions,
namely (1) Standards Research Division, (2) Standards
Development Division, (3) Technical Services Division, and (4)
Organic Agriculture Division in developing and implementing
programs/activities/projects that will contribute to the overall
goals of the Bureau on ensuring consumer health and safety and
global competitiveness of agriculture and fishery products and
machinery and infrastructure. 

The DA-BAFS Logical Framework responds to Chapter 3 (Reduce
Vulnerabilities and Protect Purchasing Power) Outcome 2 (Access
of Consumers to Affordable, Safe, and Nutritious Food Expanded),
and Chapter 5 (Modernize Agriculture and Agribusiness) Outcome
of the Philippine Development Plan 2023-2028.

The DA-BAFS recently updated its Logical Framework to support
the DA’S Para sa Masaganang Bagong Pilipinas: The 3-Year Plan to
contribute to DA Strategic Agenda No. 2 and No. 4.
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LOGICAL 
FRAMEWORK

BAFS

DA-BAFS Updated Logical Framework (2024-2028)

DA’S Para sa Masaganang Bagong Pilipinas:  The 3-Year Plan
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DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2:
ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY
TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE,
AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD
THAT BENEFIL ALL
FILIPINOS

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
BUREAU OF AGRICULTURE AND FISHERIES STANDARDS

CY 2023
Bureau’s major accomplishments:
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BAFS has completed 32 PNS related to livestock and poultry, crops, agriculture and fishery
machinery, fisheries, and general food standards. This is equivalent to 160% of the total 20
PNS targets for FY 2023. Figure 1 shows the breakdown of the PNS developed per category.

Figure 1. PNS developed in FY 2023 per category

For the first quarter of 2023 BAFS has completed 2 PNS, 9 PNS for the second quarter, 5 PNS for
the third quarter, and 16 PNS for the fourth quarter. The complete list of PNS developed for FY
2023 is found in Annex A.

378
16

Total PNS
Developed

Food Safety Standards

 PNS

Quality Standards16

DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS

1. PHILIPPINE NATIONAL STANDARDS (PNS) 
    DEVELOPMENT 
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DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS

Out of the total 32 PNS, 16 are food safety-
related which addresses specific food safety
and quality issues. They are as follows:

FOOD SAFETY-RELATED PNS

Crops Livestock
and

Poultry

Fisheries

General Food Standards

Bottle Gourds — Product standard
— Grading and Classification

Chinese Cabbages — Product
Standard — Grading and
Classification

Cabbage — Product Standard —
Maximum Residue Limits (MRL) of
Pesticides

Corn — Product Standard —
Maximum Residue Limit (MRL) of
Pesticides

Pineapples — Product Standard —
Grading and Classification

Cassava — Product Standard —
Maximum Residue Limit (MRL) of
Pesticides

Beef Cattle and Buffalo — Code of
Practice — Good Animal Husbandry
Practices (GAHP)

Rabbit — Code of Practice (COP) —
Good Animal Husbandry Practices
(GAHP)

Fresh Chilled and Fresh Frozen
Cephalopods — Product
Standard

Fresh Chilled and Fresh Frozen
Shrimps and Prawns — Product
Standard

Live, Fresh Chilled, and Fresh
Frozen Crabs — Product Standard

Model Certificate for Fish and Fishery
Products — Guidelines

Sensory Evaluation of Fish and
Shellfish in Laboratories — Guidelines

Performance Criteria Methods of
Analysis for the Determination of
Pesticide Residue in Food and Feed —
Guidelines

Design, Operation, Assessment, and
Accreditation of Food Import and
Export Inspection and Certification
Systems — Guidelines

Primary and Postharvest Food and
Feed — Product Standard —
Microbiological Criteria 6



2. ORGANIC AGRICULTURE                  
     REGULATIONS

Accredited core PGS 

Third Party OCB

DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS

Continuing accreditation
certificates

Registration
Certificates

Certificate of
Registration (COR)

Certificate of
Product
Registration (CPR)

Certificate of
Registration (COR)

Certificate of
Product
Registration (CPR)

Organic Soil
Amendments (OSA)

Organic Bio-control 
Agents (OBCA)
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DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS

2.1	Accreditation	of	Organic	Certifying	Bodies	(OCB)
a. Accreditation of Third-Party OCB

For 2023, there are two DA-BAFS-accredited third-party OCB in the Philippines,
namely: 

Control Union Philippines, Inc. (CUPI)

Organic Certification Center of the
Philippines - Inspection and
Certification Services, Inc. (OCCP-ICSI).

b. Accreditation of Core Participatory Guarantee System     
    (PGS) Groups as OCB.                                

In line with the accreditation of core PGS groups as OCB, the DA-BAFS
accomplished the following: 

i. Certification of core PGS group farmer-members

As a prerequisite to the accreditation of core PGS groups, the
         DA-BAFS certifies the five core farmer-members of each core PGS

            group. As of December 31, 2023, the DA-BAFS certified the farms of
the five core farmer-members of 28 core PGS groups, namely:

CAR Organic Participatory Guarantee System of La
Trinidad (OPGSLT)
Itogon Integrated Organic Farmers Association
(IIOFA)

Montanyosa Organic Agriculture
PractitionersAssociation (MOAPA)

Atok Organic Practitioners Association,
Inc.ATOPAI)

Lamut Organic Practitioners
CooperativeLOPRACO)

8



DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS

I
Participatory
Guarantee System City
of San Fernando La
Union Philippines, Inc.
PGSCSFLU)

II Nueva Vizcaya PGS, Inc.
(NVPGS)

National
Empowerment
Development
Exchange (NEDEX)

Tarlac Organic
Producers PGS
Association, Inc. (TOP
PGS Inc.)

III

IVA Batangas Organic and
Natural Farming Agriculture
Cooperative (BONFAC)

Upland Cavite
Farmers Agriculture
Cooperative
(UPCAFA)

IVB

Palawan Organic
Farmers Association
(POFA)
Organico Mindoreños -
Magsaysay Chapter
(OMMC)

Aborlan PGS Group
(APGSG)

v Pecuaria Development Cooperative (PDC)

Camarines Norte
Federation of Cooperatives
(CANOFECO)

Aborlan PGS Group (APGSG)
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Bohol PGS Association
(BPGSA)

Ormoc Organic Agriculture
Development, Inc. (OOADI)

Magsaysay Organic Farmers Agriculture Cooperative
(MOFARMCO)

VI VII

VIII

IX

X

XI

XII

XIII

Cabatuan Organic
Farmer-
PractitionersAssociation
(COFPA)

Pototan Organic
Practitioners’ Association
(POPA)

Alangalang Agri-preneurs and
Services Farmers Association
PGS Group (ALASFA)

Paggitib PGS Group (PPGSG)

PGS Tatak Organik Kauswagan Farmers Association (PGS TOKFA)

Malaybalay City Organic Farmers Association (MACOFA)

People’s Action for Liberative Agricultural Industry, Inc. (PALAI)

San Isidro Parish Binucayan Farmers Multi-purpose Cooperative
(SIPBAFAMCO) PGS Group

A list of certified farms of farmer-members under PGS for CY 2023 is
presented in Annex B. The DA-BAFS-issued Participatory Organic
Certificate (POC) is valid for three years.
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ii. Accreditation of Core PGS Groups as OCB

As of December 31, 2023, the DA-BAFS accredited 13 core PGS groups as
OCB, which are as follows:

Organic Farmer-Practitioners Association of Bayawan City (OFPRAB) 1.
Son of the Living God United Multi-Sectoral Farmers Association (SOULS-FA)2.
Catubig Organic Farmers Association (COFA)3.
Participatory Guarantee System Tatak Organik Kauswagan
FarmersAssociation (PGS TOKFA)

4.

Organic Participatory Guarantee System of La Trinidad (OPGSLT)5.
PGS Pangasinan Philippines Inc. (PPPI)6.
Pecuaria Development Cooperative (PDC)7.
National Empowerment Development Exchange (NEDEX), Inc.8.
Malaybalay City Organic Farmers Association - Participatory Guarantee
System (MACOFA-PGS)

9.

Camarines Norte Federation of Cooperatives (CANOFECO)10.
Pototan Organic Practitioners' Association (POPA)11.
Itogon Integrated Organic Farmers Association (IIOFA)12.
Cabatuan Organic Farmers and Practitioners Association (COFPA)13.

for Organic Soil
Amendments (OSA)

Certificate of Product
Registration (CPR)

DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS

Meanwhile,	as	of	December	31,	2023,	the	DA-BAFS	has	issued	continuing	accreditation
certificates	to	five	accredited	core	PGS	groups	as	proof	of	their	continued	compliance
as	OCB,	which	are	as	follows:

Tublay Organic Farming Practitioners Agriculture Cooperative (TOFPA-COOP)1.
One Samar Agro-Organic Practitioners Inc. (ONE-SAOP)2.
Kayapa PGS Group (KPGSG)3.
Aklan Provincial Organic Producers Association (APOPA)4.
Samahan ng Organikong Industriya ng Laguna (SOIL) AgricultureCooperative5.

2.2	Issuance	of	Organic	Agriculture	Registration	Certificates
The DA-BAFS has issued 28 registration certificates for Organic Soil
Amendments (OSA) and Organic Bio-control Agents (OBCA). The following
are the breakdown of the registration certificates issued:

11

Certificate of Registration
(COR) Certificate of Registration

(COR)

for Organic Bio-control 
Agents (OBCA)

Certificate of Product
Registration (CPR)



DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS

Organic Input 
Importation Permits
(OIIP)

340,370 kilograms for solid

82,304 liters for liquid

Total of 422,674 kilograms

Organic Soil
Amendments (OSA)

Organic Bio-control Agents
(OBCA)

14,920 kilograms for solid

97,155 liters for liquid

Total of 112,075kilograms

facilities
monitored by DA-
BAFS

products monitored
by DA-BAFS
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Company Name Scope
Date of

Monitoring

Hardin ng Buhay Agricultural Learning Center Crops March 30, 2023

DA - Batanes Experiment Station Crops April 27, 2023

DA - Southern Cagayan Research Center Annex Crops June 7, 2023

DA - Isabela Experiment Station Livestock June 8, 2023

DA - Southern Cagayan Research Center Main Crops July 18, 2023

DA - Cagayan Valley Research Center Crops July 19, 2023

DA - Northern Cagayan Experiment Station Crops July 20, 2023

CHEFerd’s FarmSweet Nature Farm Livestock November 29, 2023

Costales Nature Farm Crops November 30,2023

Gintong Bukid Farm and Leisure Crops November 30,2023

Sweet Nature Farm Crops
December 1,

2023

Coco-A Vanilla Farm Crops
December 1,

2023

DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS

2.3	Issuance	of	Organic	Agriculture-Related	Permits
The DA-BAFS has issued a total of 38 Organic Input Importation Permits
(OIIP): 21 for OSA and 17 for OBCA. The following are the breakdown of the
OIIP in terms of volume issued by DA-BAFS from January to December 2023:

a. For OBCA: 97,155 liters for liquid OBCA, and 14,920 kilograms for solid
     OBCA or a total of 112,075 kg; and

b. For OSA: 82,304 liters for liquid OSA, and 340,370 kilograms for solid OSA
     or a total of 422,674 kilograms.

The total organic input products (OSA and OBCA) imported for FY 2023 is
534,749 kilograms.

2.4	Monitoring	of	Organic	Agriculture	Facilities
The DA-BAFS has monitored a total of 12 facilities, which is 150% of the total
eight targets for FY 2023. The following are the breakdown of the monitored
facilities from January to December 2023:

150 %
ACCOMPLISHMENT

facilities monitored by
DA-BAFS
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DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS

2.5	Monitoring	of	Organic	Products
The DA-BAFS has monitored a total of 17 products, which is 106.25% of the
total 16 targets for FY 2023. The following are the breakdown of the
monitored organic products from January to December 2023:

106.25 % products monitored by
DA-BAFS

14



2
 

discussed PNS

2
Episodes aired

Episode 3

The complete details of the webinars conducted can be

found in Annex C.

DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS

3.	PNS	Promotion
In line with the approved Logical Framework, the Bureau re-aligned its strategies
and activities relevant to information dissemination strategies for adopted PNS.
From January to December 2023, the Bureau carried out the following activities:

Learning and Development (L&D) activity - webinar

Webinars
conducted6

14PNS
tackled

Episode 4

AND
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DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS

Knowledge Products (KP) developed and registered
with the National Library of the Philippines (NLP)

2

POSTERS/INFOGRAPHICS

Dried anchovies (PNS/BAFS
176:2016)

1.

Quick frozen finfish
uneviscerated/eviscerated- Product
Standard (PNS/BAFS 71:2021)

2.

Fresh Vegetables - Carrots (Daucus
carota L.) Specification (PNS/BAFPS
38:2006)

3.

Fresh Vegetables - Sweet Potato
Specification (PNS/BAFPS 95:2010)

4.

Fresh-Chilled and Fresh Frozen Small
Pelagic Finfishes (PNS/BAFS
205:2017)

5.

5
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EXPLANATORY MANUAL

DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS

PNS Organic Milled Rice - Code of
Practice -Postproduction

PNS Code of GAP for Banana
Production

PNS Good Animal Husbandry
Practice for Beef Cattle and Buffalo -
Codes of Practice

PNS Good Agricultural Practices
(GAP) for Fruits and Vegetable
Farming - Code of Practice

PNS Code of Good Aquaculture
Practices (GAqP) for Shrimp and
Crab

5

Illustrative Guide for the PNS Pineapple Fiber - 1.
       Product Standard - Grading and Classification

ILLUSTRATIVE
GUIDE1

40 - Philippine National Standard (PNS)
6 - Knowledge Products

ISBN
REGISTERED
PUBLICATIONS
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Website:  237,049 website visitors

Facebook: 8,598 new followers gained

Downloads from Website:  3,894 website
information downloads

ACTIVE ENGAGEMENT IN SOCIAL
MEDIA PLATFORMS & BAFS WEBSITE

DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS

face-to-face seminars were also
conducted in collaboration with
BPI and NMIS

70 Food Safety Officers (FSO) and
Food Safety Inspectors (FSI)
Trained 

21 Newly hired NMIS meat control
officers and meat inspection
officers Trained

5
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SCIENTIFIC REPORTS GENERATED

4. PNS-RELATED
     RESEARCH

DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 2: ENSURING ACCESSIBILITY TO AFFORDABLE, SAFE, AND NUTRITIOUS FOOD THAT BENEFIT ALL FILIPINOS
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Proponents of the scientific reports comprise organizations with
international affiliations such as the Southeast Asian Fisheries Development
Center (SEAFDEC) and the Codex Committee on Contaminants in Foods
(CCCF) Philippines. Additionally, key proponents include various offices
under the Department of Agriculture, namely the Office of the Senior
Undersecretary, National Food Authority, Fertilizer and Pesticide Authority,
Food Safety Regulatory Agencies, Bureau of Animal Industry, and Regional 2
Field Office. The scientific reports supported the BAFS technical divisions,
specifically its Standards Development Division for standards development
and Technical Services Division for policy recommendation. Details of the
reports are found in Annex D.

The breakdown of the
accomplished scientific
reports includes
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PNS - RELATED POLICY 
RECOMMENDATIONS

28

DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 4: INSTITUTIONALIZING POLICY REFORMS AND
STRENGTHENING INSTITUTION TO ENHANCE EFFICIENCY AND ACCELERATE THE MODERNIZATION OF THE SECTOR

DA STRATEGIC AGENDA 4: INSTITUTIONALIZING POLICY REFORMS
AND
STRENGTHENING INSTITUTION TO ENHANCE EFFICIENCY AND
ACCELERATE THE MODERNIZATION OF THE SECTOR

In support of the Department’s strategic agenda of institutionalizing policy reforms
the Bureau crafted twenty-eight

position papers, comments and
recommendations, and policy
recommendations from January to
December 2023, the
details of which are found in Annex E:
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